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With more than 104,000 military, police and civilian
personnel now serving in 14 UN-led peacekeeping
missions, the UN currently supports more troops in
field operations than any actor in the world,
including the U.S. Department of Defense and more
than the UK, France, China and Russia put together.
While demand for United Nations peacekeepers
remains high, Canadian contributions of military
and police personnel has been at an all-time low,
with only 44 individuals (22 military and 22 police)
deployed to UN operations as of June 30, 2018
(Chart 1). That is expected to change with the
anticipated deployment of 270 Canadian personnel
(250 military and 20 police) to Mali.

DEMAND FOR PEACEKEEPERS REMAINS HIGH
Since 1999, the size and number of UN missions has grown, reaching
a peak in 2015, then declining slightly in 2016, 2017 and the first
part of 2018 (Chart 2). The recent decline is due in part to a natural
winding down of some longstanding operations (in Haiti, Liberia and
Sierra Leone) and reductions in authorized troop levels in others,
notably UNAMID in Darfur, MONUSCO in the Democratic Republic of
the Congo, and MINUSTAH in Haiti. However, pressure from the U.S.
and other member states to reduce the scope of UN activities is also a
contributing factor.
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CANADA’S PEACEKEEPING PROFILE
Contributions from countries like Canada with advanced military and logistics
capabilities are needed to increase operational eﬀectiveness. However, in
recent years Canada has maintained a small and diminishing presence in a
handful of UN peace operations (Chart 3 and Chart 5). Canada has fallen from
being the single largest contributor of UN peacekeepers, a position it held
until 1992, to 77th position today (Chart 1). Meanwhile Canada’s treatymandated cash contributions have grown, then declined slightly, in parallel
with peacekeeping deployments (Chart 4).

3. CANADIAN PERSONNEL DEPLOYMENTS (as of June 30, 2017)
UN PEACE OPERATION

CANADIAN PERSONNEL

MINUSTAH (Haiti)

22 police

MONUSCO (Dem. Rep. of the Congo)

7 military

UNFICYP (CYPRUS)

1 military

UNMISS (South Sudan)

10 military

UNTSO (Golan Heights, also Lebanon

The announced Canadian deployment to Mali will include up to 250 military
personnel, 20 police and an aviation task force to provide escort and protection.

and Sinai Peninsula)

MINUSMA (Mali))

4 military
250 military, 20 police (anticipated)

Three concerns regarding the Mali deployment raise questions about the
extent of the government’s longer-term support for UN peace operations.
4. CANADIAN CONTRIBUTIONS TO PEACKEEPING BUDGET
1) Duration. A press release in March indicated that Canada would deploy for
“up to 12 months.” A minimum three-year deployment is customary.
2) Mandate. Media reports indicate that Canada will support MINUSMA, as
well as part the French-led counter-terrorism operation, and the newly created
G5 Sahel regional force. Will this result in Canadian deployment outside Mali?
3) Training. More Canadian military personnel need to be trained for future
UN peacekeeping missions. Although funding to train others (e.g. the Elsie
Initiative) has been announced, no measures to increase training of Canadian
personnel have been announced.

OTHERS AROUND THE WORLD ARE STEPPING UP
The world’s leading uniformed personnel contributors (as of June 2017) are
Ethiopia (8,508), Bangladesh (7,105), Rwanda (7,086) and India (6,719).
Recently some western governments have re-engaged in UN Peacekeeping,
such as Italy (1,029), Germany (855), France (744), and the United Kingdom (699).

SOURCE: Public accounts of Canada and GAC Report on Plans and Priorities

5. CANADIAN POLICE AND MILITARY PERSONNEL ON UN MISSIONS

As a middle power with no significant external threat to its
borders, a nation dependent on international trade and
therefore with an interest in a stable international order,
Canada should be primarily interested in a strengthened
multilateral system. Until 1995, Canada had participated in
every UN peacekeeping mission. Despite the current Liberal
government’s stated goal of re-engaging in UN
peacekeeping (including a 2016 commitment to deploy 600
military and 150 police personnel), Canada’s contribution to
UN peace operations remains low and future commitments
remain uncertain.
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